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for elected Presidents of Local Boards, for more elected
members, for a larger share in local administration. The
controversy, if controversy it can be called, is based upon
the everlasting question of the psychological moment.
The cautious ruler, mindful of his responsibilities to the
people, declares that the hour has not yet struck when
they can be entrusted with the full powers of self-govern-
ment; the people, enthusiastically confident and enthusi-
astically impatient, cry out that they have, and that long
ago. Impatience wants to drive faster; prudence would
put the drag on. Each has its own reasons and its own
arguments, and who shall say which is right: ? A via media
may be found; meanwhile the last word is with the Maha-
raja, and it is upon his shoulders that the burden of the
State rests.

But neither by teaching children to read and xvritc, nor
by setting up popular machinery, was the Maharaja con-
tributing to the material needs of his people. Sir T.
Madhav Rao had looked wistfully upon irrigation but
had put the idea aside because Gujcrat was too flat, the
rainfall was too light, and the risk of failure was too
great. His fears have come unfortunately true. In 1885
a separate irrigation branch was formed and irrigation
works were vigorously pushed through. Various causes,
however, have denied them the popularity which is usually
enjoyed by such works, and with few exceptions, there
has been no adequate return upon the money spent. The
money has, however, not been wasted. Such works as
these have their indirect advantages, and the State has by
no means given up hope that upon further investigation,
and with a change of administrative management, much
may yet be made of a scheme which is so obviously to
the advantage of the peasant cultivators,